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MHSG: Low Carbon Buying Group
Muswell Hill Sustainability Group (MHSG) was set up in 2008 by a group of local residents concerned about climate change and wanting to promote local action to reduce energy use and to implement renewable energy technologies.  MHSG has set up a scheme for members to buy Condensing Boilers, Photovoltaic and Solar Thermal Systems from reliable installers at lower cost and with longer warranties.  We expect to extend this scheme to solid wall insulation and replacement windows in the near future. 
New Boilers

Condensing boilers with appropriate controls are between 30% and 40% more efficient than boilers that are over 15 years old and around 20% more efficient than 10 year old boilers.   Results from our 100 Homes study show that, on average, gas usage makes up 36% of participating household’s carbon footprint (a much bigger proportion than electricity, flights or car travel).   As gas prices soar, it’s worth considering replacing your old boiler.   
Muswell Hill Sustainability Group has worked with boiler manufacturers, distributors and installers to bring around a 15% price discount including a 5 year warranty on the boilers we’ve selected.

The scheme

We have chosen to work primarily with Viessmann, a German manufacturer whose Vitodens series of boilers are widely regarded as one of the most efficient and reliable products in the market.  Viessmann is Europe’s largest brand in heating technology and has been rapidly growing its market share in the UK.   Viessmann has been working with weather-compensating boiler controls (which further increase efficiency) for many years.
We have negotiated discounts with Viessmann, with Plumbase who distribute boilers to plumbers and with 2 local plumbing and heating firms: John Sleeman (tel: 07946 161737) and MHL Heating (tel: 020 8732 7670 ask for Dave Watson).  We have vetted these firms, including following up on references.  Both plumbing firms have extensive Viessmann experience and will offer a 5 year warranty at no extra cost.   
In a few situations (e.g if you have very limited space) a Viessmann boiler may not be suitable and we have also negotiated a discount with Vaillant – though the Vaillant warranty is only 2 years.
All boiler installations are different, particularly in older houses.  However as a guideline you should expect to pay the following for ‘straightforward’ installs.  Note the boiler, flue and controls will be passed on to you at the fixed cost price that we have negotiated with Viessmann/Plumbase – there will be no mark-up applied by the installer.  More complicated installs (e.g. where a cylinder needs moving) will incur more labour costs.   

	
	 Boiler + flue + controls 
	Labour
	Total

	Replace old Combination (Combi) boiler with a 26kW Viessmann Vitodens 200 Combi boiler
	£1,063
	£1,175
	£2,238

	Replace old System Boiler with 19kW Viessmann Vitodens 200 system boiler (no new cylinder)
	£1,040
	£1,280
	£2,230

	Replace old System boiler with 19kW Viessmann Vitodens 200 system boiler and new hot water cylinder
	£1,040
	£2,193
	£3,233


All installations include weather compensating controls and 5 year warranty.
Price includes VAT at 20%

How the Low Carbon Buying Scheme works

1. You have to join MHSG (£10 annual subscription).   You can do this by completing the form below and posting to our membership secretary Nancy Hocking  at 7 Dukes Avenue, Muswell Hill, London N10 2PS, enclosing a cheque for £10.  You will then be issued with a MHSG membership number.

2. You approach one or more of the participating suppliers (listed above) explaining you are a participant in this scheme.
3. The supplier(s) provide a quotation for your proposed installation. This quotation will be at a lower cost than if you were not a member of the scheme and you may also be offered a longer warranty on the system. However if there is additional work (e.g your cylinder needs to be moved or you do not have an accessible drain for condensate from your boiler), then the quotation may be significantly higher than the prices illustrated above.  The installer will provide the boiler, flue and weather compensating controls at cost price – they will not add any mark-up.
4. If you accept a quotation and the boiler is installed, then we will ask you to complete a questionnaire about the system, the installer, and its cost. This information will be used to help later users of the scheme. 

5. Viessmann/Vaillant will pay a small fee (expected to be around £80) for each new boiler they install to en10ergy, our community energy company.  In line with en10ergy’s aims, this funding will be used to cover the administrative costs of the scheme and for other carbon reduction projects in the area.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------

If you are interested in replacing your boiler through the Low Carbon Buying Group please complete the details below:
Are you a MHSG member ?      Y/N       Are you a 100 Homes participant?     Y/N

Name   …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Address ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Telephone/email …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
I wish to join MHSG for 2011 and enclose £10 as my subscription for the year (cheques should be made payable to Muswell Hill Sustainability Group).
If you are interested in installing other energy saving measures/renewables please indicate below by circling Y or N:
1. Solar PV system



Y/N       

2. Solar Thermal System


Y/N       

4. Solid Wall insulation


Y/N


5. Replacement windows


Y/N

Please post to Nancy Hocking, 7 Dukes Avenue, N10 2PS
